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Spanish Adverbs Made Easy

How, when, where, and how often

Adjectives describe nouns:

Es un estudiante cuidadoso..He is a careful student.

Adverbs usually describe verbs. They tell us more about an action:
El estudiante trabaja cuidadosamente. The student works carefully.
An adverb can explain:

* How something happens

* When it happens

* Where it happens

* How often it happens

* How much or to what degree

Adverbs that tell us how



These are adverbs of manner. They describe how someone performs an action:
* bien — well

* mal — badly

* rdpidamente — quickly

* lentamente — slowly

* cuidadosamente — carefully

* facilmente — easily

* perfectamente — perfectly

* tranquilamente — calmly

Examples:

* Ana habla claramente. — Ana speaks clearly.

* Mateo corre rapidamente. — Mateo runs quickly.

* Los estudiantes trabajan cuidadosamente. — The students work carefully.

* Tocas la guitarra muy bien. — Y ou play the guitar very well.
Forming adverbs with -mente

Many English adverbs end in -/y. Many Spanish adverbs end in -mente.
Begin with the feminine singular form of the adjective and add -mente:
* rapido — rapida — rapidamente

* lento — lenta — lentamente

* cuidadoso — cuidadosa — cuidadosamente

* tranquilo — tranquila — tranquilamente

If the adjective has only one form, simply add -mente:

* facil — facilmente

* dificil — dificilmente

* frecuente — frecuentemente



* especial — especialmente
Written accent marks are preserved:
* rapida — rapidamente

* facil — facilmente
Adverbs do not agree

Adjectives change to match nouns:

* un estudiante rapido

* una estudiante rapida

* unos estudiantes rapidos

Adverbs do not change for gender or number:
« El corre rapidamente.

* FElla corre rapidamente.

* Ellos corren rapidamente.

The form rapidamente stays the same.

Story: Un dia muy ocupado

Carlos normalmente se despierta temprano, pero hoy se desperto tarde. Se vistio rapidamente,
prepar6 su mochila apresuradamente y salié inmediatamente.

Carlos normally wakes up early, but today he woke up late. He dressed quickly, packed his
backpack hurriedly, and left immediately.

Afuera, camin6 rapidamente hacia la escuela. Por suerte, vive cerca. Llegd exactamente a las
ocho y entr¢ silenciosamente en la clase.

Outside, he walked quickly toward school. Luckily, he lives nearby. He arrived at exactly eight
o’clock and entered the classroom quietly.

Durante la clase, escucho atentamente y escribi6 cuidadosamente. Generalmente comprende las
lecciones facilmente, pero hoy estaba bastante cansado.

During class, he listened attentively and wrote carefully. He generally understands the lessons
easily, but today he was fairly tired.



Después de las clases, Carlos fue a la biblioteca. Alli estudi6 tranquilamente durante una hora.
Luego practico la guitarra. Toca bastante bien porque practica frecuentemente
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Adverbs that tell us how

These are adverbs of manner. They describe how someone performs an action:
* bien — well

* mal — badly

* rdpidamente — quickly

* lentamente — slowly

* cuidadosamente — carefully

* facilmente — easily

* perfectamente — perfectly

* tranquilamente — calmly

Examples:

* Ana habla claramente. — Ana speaks clearly.

* Mateo corre rapidamente. — Mateo runs quickly.

* Los estudiantes trabajan cuidadosamente. — The students work carefully.

* Tocas la guitarra muy bien. — Y ou play the guitar very well.
Forming adverbs with -mente

Many English adverbs end in -Iy. Many Spanish adverbs end in -mente.
Begin with the feminine singular form of the adjective and add -mente:
* rapido — rapida — rapidamente

* lento — lenta — lentamente

* cuidadoso — cuidadosa — cuidadosamente

* tranquilo — tranquila — tranquilamente

If the adjective has only one form, simply add -mente:

* facil — facilmente



* dificil — dificilmente

* frecuente — frecuentemente

* especial — especialmente
Written accent marks are preserved:
* rapida — rapidamente

* facil — facilmente
Adverbs do not agree

Adjectives change to match nouns:

* un estudiante rapido

* una estudiante rapida

* unos estudiantes rapidos

Adverbs do not change for gender or number:
« El corre rdapidamente.

* Ella corre rapidamente.

» Ellos corren rapidamente.

The form rapidamente stays the same.
Story: Un dia muy ocupado

Carlos normalmente se despierta temprano, pero hoy se despert6 tarde. Se visti6 rapidamente,
prepard su mochila apresuradamente y salié inmediatamente.

Carlos normally wakes up early, but today he woke up late. He dressed quickly, packed his
backpack hurriedly, and left immediately.

Afuera, camino rapidamente hacia la escuela. Por suerte, vive cerca. Lleg6 exactamente a las
ocho y entr¢ silenciosamente en la clase.

Outside, he walked quickly toward school. Luckily, he lives nearby. He arrived at exactly eight
o’clock and entered the classroom quietly.

Durante la clase, escucho atentamente y escribi6é cuidadosamente. Generalmente comprende las
lecciones facilmente, pero hoy estaba bastante cansado.



During class, he listened attentively and wrote carefully. He generally understands the lessons
easily, but today he was fairly tired.

Después de las clases, Carlos fue a la biblioteca. Alli estudi6 tranquilamente durante una hora.
Luego practic6 la guitarra. Toca bastante bien porque practica frecuentemente.

After class, Carlos went to the library. There he studied quietly for an hour. Then he practiced
the guitar. He plays fairly well because he practices frequently.

Finalmente, regres6 a casa. Cen6 lentamente, termino la tarea y se acostd temprano.
Definitivamente necesitaba descansar.

Finally, he returned home. He ate dinner slowly, finished his homework, and went to bed early.
He definitely needed to rest.

Adverbs that tell us when

Adverbs of time answer the question ,;cudndo?
* ahora — now

* hoy — today

* ayer — yesterday

* mariana — tOMOITOw
* temprano — early

* tarde — late

* antes — before

* despues — afterward
* luego — then or later
* pronto — soon

* ya — already

* todavia — still

* finalmente — finally
Examples:

» Ahora estudiamos espaniol. — We are studying Spanish now.



* Mariana tenemos un examen. — Tomorrow we have a test.
» El autobus llego tarde. — The bus arrived late.

* Ya he terminado. — 1 have already finished.

Adverbs that tell us where

Adverbs of place answer the question ;jdonde?

* aqui — here

* ahi — there, near you

* alli — over there

* cerca — nearby

* lejos — far away

* dentro — inside

* fuera — outside

* arriba — above or upstairs

* abajo — below or downstairs

* delante — in front

* detrdas — behind

Examples:

* Mi mochila estd aqui. — My backpack is here.

* La biblioteca esta cerca. — The library is nearby.
 Los estudiantes esperan fuera. — The students are waiting outside.

» El perro estd detrds. — The dog is behind us or it.
Adverbs that tell us how often

Adverbs of frequency answer the question jcon qué frecuencia?

* siempre — always



* casi siempre — almost always

» generalmente — generally

* frecuentemente — frequently

* a menudo — often

* a veces — sometimes

* rara vez — rarely

* casi nunca — almost never

* nunca — never

Examples:

» Siempre hago la tarea. — 1 always do my homework.
* A veces caminamos a la escuela. — Sometimes we walk to school.
* Rara vez llega tarde. — He or she rarely arrives late.

* Nunca bebo café. — I never drink coffee.

Adverbs that show degree

These adverbs tell us how much or to what degree:

* muy — very

* mucho — alot

* poco — a little or not much

* bastante — fairly or enough

* demasiado — too much

* casi — almost

» completamente — completely

Examples:

* La clase es muy interesante. — The class is very interesting.

 Estudio mucho. — 1 study a lot.



* Carlos estad bastante cansado. — Carlos is fairly tired.
* Hablas demasiado rdpidamente. — Y ou speak too quickly.

* Casi terminé. — 1 almost finished.

Muy or mucho?

Use muy before an adjective or adverb:

* muy interesante — very interesting

* muy rapido — very fast

» muy bien — very well

* muy lentamente — very slowly

Use mucho after a verb to mean “a lot™:
 Estudio mucho. — 1 study a lot.

* Me gusta mucho. — I like it a lot.

» Trabajamos mucho. — We work a lot.
Compare:

» Sofia es muy inteligente. — Sofia is very intelligent.

» Sofia estudia mucho. — Sofia studies a lot.
Bueno or bien?

Bueno is normally an adjective. It describes a noun:

» Es un buen estudiante. — He 1s a good student.

* La comida es buena. — The food is good.

Bien is an adverb. It describes how someone does something:
* El estudiante escribe bien. — The student writes well.

* Daniel cocina bien. — Daniel cooks well.

The same difference applies to malo and mal:



e Es una mala idea. — It is a bad idea.

» El equipo jugo mal. — The team played badly.
Where does the adverb go?

Adverbs of manner commonly follow the verb:

* Ella canta perfectamente.

* Los estudiantes escuchan atentamente.

Frequency adverbs often appear before the conjugated verb:
» Siempre estudio por la noche.

* Generalmente comemos a las seis.

* Nunca llega tarde.

Some adverbs can move for emphasis:

* A veces caminamos a la escuela.

* Caminamos a la escuela a veces.

Both are understandable, although the first is usually more natural.

Find the adverb

Identify the adverb and decide what information it provides: how, when, where, how often, or
how much.

1 Carlos lleg6 temprano.

2 La estudiante lee cuidadosamente.
3 Mi familia vive cerca.

4 Siempre desayunamos juntos.

5 La pelicula es muy interesante.

6 Los nifios juegan fuera.

7 Elena canta bastante bien.

8 Manana visitaremos el museo.



Choose the correct word

1 Elena es una estudiante (cuidadosa / cuidadosamente).
2 Elena escribe (cuidadosa / cuidadosamente).

3 El equipo jugo6 (bueno / bien).

4 Fue un partido (bueno / bien).

5 Laclase es (muy / mucho) dificil.

6 Los estudiantes trabajan (muy / mucho).

7 Mateo camina (rapido / rapidamente).

8 La tortuga se mueve (lenta / lentamente).

9 Nosotros (siempre / muy) estudiamos después de clase.

10 Mi casa estd (mucho / bastante) cerca.
Form the adverb

Change each adjective into an adverb ending in -mente.
1 rapido

2 lento

3 cuidadoso

4 perfecto

5 facil

6 frecuente

7 tranquilo

8 inmediato
Comprehension challenge

Answer in Spanish.

1 ;Cuando se despierta Carlos normalmente?



2 (Por qué se vistio rapidamente?

3 ;Dénde vive Carlos?

4 ;Como entro en la clase?

5 (Como escuchd durante la clase?

6 (Doénde estudio después de las clases?
7 (Por qué toca bastante bien la guitarra?

8 (Cuando se acostd?
Describe your day

Write six sentences about a typical day. Include:
* One adverb of manner

* One adverb of time

* One adverb of place

* One adverb of frequency

* muy

* mucho

You can begin:

Generalmente me despierto...

En la escuela, escucho...

Después de las clases...
Answer key

Find the adverb

1 temprano — when
2 cuidadosamente — how

3 cerca — where



4 siempre — how often

5 muy — how much

6 fuera — where

7 bastante and bien — how much and how

& marnana — when
Choose the correct word

1 cuidadosa

2 cuidadosamente
3 bien

4 bueno

S muy

6 mucho

7 rapidamente

8 lentamente

9 siempre

10 bastante

Form the adverb

1 rapidamente

2 lentamente

3 cuidadosamente
4 perfectamente
S5 facilmente

6 frecuentemente
7 tranquilamente

& inmediatamente



Comprehension challenge

1 Normalmente se despierta temprano.

2 Se vistio rapidamente porque se desperto tarde.

3 Vive cerca de la escuela.

4 Entro silenciosamente.

5 Escuch¢ atentamente.

6 Estudio en la biblioteca.

7 Toca bastante bien porque practica frecuentemente.

8 Se acostd temprano.

Small words, useful details

Adverbs make sentences more precise. They explain:
* How

* When

* Where

* How often

* How much

Compare:

Carlos estudia.

Carlos studies.

Carlos siempre estudia cuidadosamente aqui.
Carlos always studies carefully here.

The basic action is the same, but the adverbs give us a much clearer picture.

After class, Carlos went to the library. There he studied quietly for an hour. Then he practiced
the guitar. He plays fairly well because he practices frequently.



Finalmente, regres6 a casa. Cen6 lentamente, termino la tarea y se acosté temprano.
Definitivamente necesitaba descansar.

Finally, he returned home. He ate dinner slowly, finished his homework, and went to bed early.
He definitely needed to rest.

Adverbs that tell us when

Adverbs of time answer the question ;cudndo?

* ahora — now

* hoy — today

* ayer — yesterday

* manana — tomorrow

* temprano — early

* tarde — late

* antes — before

* despues — afterward

* luego — then or later

* pronto — sSoon

* ya — already

* todavia — still

* finalmente — finally

Examples:

* Ahora estudiamos espaniol. — We are studying Spanish now.
* Mariana tenemos un examen. — Tomorrow we have a test.
» El autobus llego tarde. — The bus arrived late.

* Ya he terminado. — 1 have already finished.

Adverbs that tell us where



Adverbs of place answer the question ;jdonde?

* aqui — here

* ahi — there, near you

* alli — over there

* cerca — nearby

* lejos — far away

* dentro — inside

* fuera — outside

* arriba — above or upstairs

* abajo — below or downstairs

* delante — in front

* detras — behind

Examples:

* Mi mochila estd aqui. — My backpack is here.

* La biblioteca esta cerca. — The library is nearby.
 Los estudiantes esperan fuera. — The students are waiting outside.

» El perro estd detrds. — The dog is behind us or it.
Adverbs that tell us how often

Adverbs of frequency answer the question /con qué frecuencia?
* siempre — always

* casi siempre — almost always

» generalmente — generally

* frecuentemente — frequently

* a menudo — often

* g veces — sometimes



* rara vez — rarely

* casi nunca — almost never

* nunca — never

Examples:

» Siempre hago la tarea. — 1 always do my homework.

* A veces caminamos a la escuela. — Sometimes we walk to school.
* Rara vez llega tarde. — He or she rarely arrives late.

* Nunca bebo café. — I never drink coffee.

Adverbs that show degree

These adverbs tell us how much or to what degree:

s muy — very

* mucho — alot

* poco — a little or not much

* bastante — fairly or enough

* demasiado — too much

* casi — almost

* completamente — completely

Examples:

* La clase es muy interesante. — The class is very interesting.
 Estudio mucho. — 1 study a lot.

* Carlos esta bastante cansado. — Carlos is fairly tired.

* Hablas demasiado rapidamente. — Y ou speak too quickly.

» Casi terminé. — 1 almost finished.

Muy or mucho?



Use muy before an adjective or adverb:

* muy interesante — very interesting

* muy rapido — very fast

» muy bien — very well

* muy lentamente — very slowly

Use mucho after a verb to mean “a lot™:
 Estudio mucho. — 1 study a lot.

* Me gusta mucho. — I like it a lot.

» Trabajamos mucho. — We work a lot.
Compare:

» Sofia es muy inteligente. — Sofia is very intelligent.

» Sofia estudia mucho. — Sofia studies a lot.
Bueno or bien?

Bueno is normally an adjective. It describes a noun:

» Es un buen estudiante. — He is a good student.

* La comida es buena. — The food is good.

Bien is an adverb. It describes how someone does something:
» El estudiante escribe bien. — The student writes well.

* Daniel cocina bien. — Daniel cooks well.

The same difference applies to malo and mal:

* Es una mala idea. — It is a bad idea.

» FEl equipo jugo mal. — The team played badly.
Where does the adverb go?

Adverbs of manner commonly follow the verb:



* Ella canta perfectamente.

* Los estudiantes escuchan atentamente.

Frequency adverbs often appear before the conjugated verb:
* Siempre estudio por la noche.

» Generalmente comemos a las seis.

* Nunca llega tarde.

Some adverbs can move for emphasis:

* A veces caminamos a la escuela.

* Caminamos a la escuela a veces.

Both are understandable, although the first is usually more natural.
Find the adverb

Identify the adverb and decide what information it provides: how, when, where, how often, or
how much.

9 Carlos lleg6 temprano.

10 La estudiante lee cuidadosamente.
11 Mi familia vive cerca.

12 Siempre desayunamos juntos.

13 La pelicula es muy interesante.

14 Los nifios juegan fuera.

15 Elena canta bastante bien.

16 Mafiana visitaremos el museo.

Choose the correct word

11 Elena es una estudiante (cuidadosa / cuidadosamente).
12 Elena escribe (cuidadosa / cuidadosamente).

13 El equipo jug6 (bueno / bien).



14 Fue un partido (bueno / bien).

15 La clase es (muy / mucho) dificil.

16 Los estudiantes trabajan (muy / mucho).

17 Mateo camina (rapido / rapidamente).

18 La tortuga se mueve (lenta / lentamente).

19 Nosotros (siempre / muy) estudiamos después de clase.
20 Mi casa estd (mucho / bastante) cerca.

Form the adverb

Change each adjective into an adverb ending in -mente.

9 rapido
10 lento
11 cuidadoso

12 perfecto
13 facil

14 frecuente
15 tranquilo

16 inmediato

Comprehension challenge

Answer in Spanish.

9 (Cuando se despierta Carlos normalmente?

10 (Por qué se vistio rapidamente?
11 (Donde vive Carlos?
12 (Como entrd en la clase?

13 (Como escucho durante la clase?



14 (Donde estudio después de las clases?
15 (Por qué toca bastante bien la guitarra?

16 (Cuando se acosto?

Describe your day

Write six sentences about a typical day. Include:
* One adverb of manner

* One adverb of time

* One adverb of place

* One adverb of frequency

* muy

* mucho

You can begin:

......

Answer key

Find the adverb

9 temprano — when

10 cuidadosamente — how
11 cerca — where

12 siempre — how often
13 muy — how much

14 fuera — where
15 bastante and bien — how much and how

16 manana — when

Choose the correct word



11 cuidadosa

12 cuidadosamente
13 bien

14 bueno

15 muy

16 mucho

17 rapidamente

18 lentamente

19 siempre

20 bastante
Form the adverb

9 rapidamente

10 lentamente
11 cuidadosamente
12 perfectamente

13 facilmente

14 frecuentemente
15 tranquilamente
16 inmediatamente

Comprehension challenge

9 Normalmente se despierta temprano.

10 Se vistio rapidamente porque se despertd tarde.
11 Vive cerca de la escuela.
12 Entro silenciosamente.

13 Escucho atentamente.



14 Estudio en la biblioteca.
15 Toca bastante bien porque practica frecuentemente.

16 Se acostd temprano.

Small words, useful details

Adverbs make sentences more precise. They explain:
* How

* When

* Where

* How often

* How much

Compare:

[l

[l

The basic action is the same, but the adverbs give us a much clearer picture.



