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What Will Happen Next?

Exploring the Spanish future tense

What will schools look like in 2050? Will robots help us? Will cities become cleaner? Spanish
uses the future tense to make predictions, promises, and guesses about what is happening now.
The good news is that the future tense has one set of endings—and you usually attach them
directly to the infinitive.

Building the future tense

Add these endings to the complete infinitive:

Subject Ending Example: vivir
yo -é viviré

ta - ds VIVIras

él, ella, usted -d Vivira

nosotros -emos  Viviremos
vosotros -éis VIVIréis

ellos, ustedes -an viviran

The endings are the same for -ar, -er, and -ir verbs:
* hablaré — 1 will speak

* comeras — you will eat

» escribiremos — we will write

Notice that every ending except -emos has a written accent.



Story: La ciudad del future

La profesora de espafiol anuncid un concurso: cada grupo disefaria una ciudad para el afio 2050.
Sofia y sus compaiieros decidieron crear una ciudad limpia, tranquila y tecnoldgica.

The Spanish teacher announced a contest: each group would design a city for the year 2050.
Sofia and her classmates decided to create a clean, peaceful, and technological city.

—En nuestra ciudad, los autobuses usaran energia solar —explicé Sofia—. No produciran
contaminacion y llegaran a todas las comunidades.

“In our city, buses will use solar energy,” Sofia explained. “They will not produce pollution, and
they will reach every community.”

Andrés anadié que muchos edificios tendran jardines en los techos. Los jardines reduciran el
calor y producirdn frutas y verduras. También habra més parques y las personas podran caminar
o montar en bicicleta con seguridad.

Andrés added that many buildings will have rooftop gardens. The gardens will reduce heat and
produce fruits and vegetables. There will also be more parks, and people will be able to walk or
ride bicycles safely.

Maya present6 un pequeiio robot. —Los robots hardn los trabajos peligrosos —dijo—, pero no
reemplazaran a todas las personas. Nos ayudaran en los hospitales, las escuelas y las casas.

Maya presented a small robot. “Robots will do dangerous jobs,” she said, “but they will not
replace everyone. They will help us in hospitals, schools, and homes.”

Cuando termino la presentacion, la profesora sonrid. —Su ciudad serd muy interesante. ;Cuanto
costara construirla?

When the presentation ended, the teacher smiled. “Your city will be very interesting. How much
will it cost to build?”

Los estudiantes se miraron. Habian pensado en la energia, el transporte y los robots, pero no en
el dinero.

—Probablemente costara muchisimo —admitié Sofia—. jNecesitaremos otro proyecto para
resolver ese problema!

The students looked at one another. They had thought about energy, transportation, and robots,
but not about money. “It will probably cost an enormous amount,” Sofia admitted. “We will
need another project to solve that problem!”



What will happen?

The story uses the future tense for predictions:

» Los autobuses usaran energia solar. — The buses will use solar energy.
* Habra mas parques. — There will be more parks.

» Los robots haran trabajos peligrosos. — Robots will do dangerous jobs.

* Necesitaremos otro proyecto. — We will need another project.

Unlike English, Spanish does not add a separate word meaning “will.” The future meaning is
contained in the verb ending.

The irregular future stems

Some verbs change their stems, but they still use the regular future endings.

Infinitive Future stem Example
decir dir- dire
hacer har- haran
poder podr- podremos
poner pondr- pondrds
querer querr- querrd
saber sabr- sabre
salir saldr- saldran
tener tendr- tendremos
venir vendr- vendras
haber habr- habra
Examples:

» Tendremos mas tecnologia. — We will have more technology.
* Los robots haran algunos trabajos. — Robots will do some jobs.
* Habrd menos contaminacion. — There will be less pollution.

The future can express probability

Spanish also uses the future tense to make a guess about the present.

Someone knocks on the door:
—¢Quién sera?—Sera Mateo.

The literal translation is “Who will it be? It will be Mateo,” but the natural English meaning is:
“Who could it be?”
“It is probably Mateo.”



More examples:

* ;Donde estarda Ana? — Where could Ana be?

» Estara en la biblioteca. — She is probably in the library.
* /Qué hora sera? — What time could it be?

» Seran las ocho. — It is probably eight o’clock.

Context tells us whether the verb describes the actual future or a guess about the present.

Prediction or probability?

Identify the meaning of each future-tense verb.

1 Marniana llovera.

2 ;Donde estara mi teléfono?

3 En 2050, habra mas vehiculos eléectricos.
4 El teléfono estara debajo del sofa.

5 Este verano visitaremos Costa Rica.

6 ;Quién llamara tan tarde?

Complete the prediction

Write the correct future form.

I Yo una ciudad sostenible. (diseriar)

2 Nosotros energia solar. (usar)

3 Los robots tareas peligrosas. (hacer)

4 Tu viajar rapidamente. (poder)

5 Las ciudades mas parques. (fener)

6 mejores sistemas de transporte. (haber)
7 Mis amigos conmigo. (venir)

8 La profesora nos los resultados. (decir)

Comprehension challenge

Answer in Spanish using complete sentences.

1 (Qué tenian que disefiar los estudiantes?

2 (Qué tipo de energia usaran los autobuses?

3 ;Qué tendran los edificios en los techos?

4 ;Qué haran los robots?

5 (Donde ayudaran los robots?

6 (Qué problema no consideraron los estudiantes?



Your turn: life in 2050

Write six predictions about life in 2050. Include:

* One prediction about school
* One about transportation

* One about the environment
* One about technology

* One irregular future verb

* One negative prediction

You can begin:
En el aiio 2050, las escuelas...Las personas tendran...No necesitaremos ...

Answer key

Prediction or probability

Prediction about the future
Probability or guess about the present
Prediction about the future
Probability or guess about the present
Future plan or prediction

Probability or guess about the present

SR S

Complete the prediction
diseniaré

usaremos

haran

podras

tendran

Habra

vendrdn

dira
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Comprehension challenge

Tenian que disefiar una ciudad para el ano 2050.
Los autobuses usaran energia solar.

Los edificios tendran jardines en los techos.

Los robots haran los trabajos peligrosos.

Ayudaran en los hospitales, las escuelas y las casas.
No consideraron cudnto costaria construir la ciudad.
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The future begins now
To form the future tense, keep the infinitive and add the correct ending. Watch for irregular
stems such as tendr-, podr-, har- and habr-.

Then decide what the speaker means:
A prediction about tomorrow—or a probability about today?



