
 

My Path to Blogging: A Second Career 

Without Leaving Home 

Why Blogging Is an Ideal Freelance Opportunity for Retirees 

By Curtis Jerry Smothers 

A few years ago I read an article describing blogging as the quintessential work-from-home 

opportunity for seniors. I immediately thought, "Amen!"—although I confess I had to look up 

quintessential first. 

The dictionary informed me that it means the purest or most perfect example of something. That 

made me pause. Blogging may not be the purest path to freelance success. That distinction 

probably belongs to writing bestselling novels from a Malibu mansion overlooking the Pacific 

while royalty checks arrive in the mail. 

In other words, the Stephen King approach. 

 



Stephen King and the Rest of Us 

Stephen King certainly qualifies as a senior citizen, and his freelance career has been remarkably 

successful. He doesn't make his living blogging. He writes novels that terrify millions of readers 

and, in the process, earns millions of dollars. 

He once summarized his writing philosophy this way: 

"I recognize terror as the finest emotion... If I cannot terrify, I will try to horrify... and if I cannot 

horrify, I'll go for the gross-out." 

I admire his success, although I have no desire to spend my retirement inventing monsters or 

exploding eyeballs. 

My own writing career followed a much less frightening path. 

Learning to Write in the Navy 

Before retiring, I spent nearly twenty-five years as a U.S. Navy administrative officer. After 

leaving the Navy, I worked in city government and later as a vocational education specialist at a 

community college. 

Military writing is an interesting discipline. Every letter, directive, and instruction had to be clear 

enough that thousands of people could understand exactly what was expected of them. We had a 

running joke that military correspondence was "written by geniuses for execution by everyone 

else." In our less diplomatic moments, we substituted another word for "everyone else," but age 

has taught me the value of tact. 

The Navy also taught me one of the most valuable lessons I've ever learned about writing: throw 

away unnecessary adjectives and adverbs. Strong nouns and active verbs usually do the heavy 

lifting far better. 

Back then, before email became the primary means of communication, many of the documents I 

drafted carried real authority. Once the commanding officer signed them, people paid attention. 

A Different Kind of Writing 

My later jobs required a different style. Government reports, grant proposals, budgets, and 

curriculum documents weren't exactly bedtime reading, but they had to persuade people that 

ideas deserved funding and programs deserved support. 

I often joked that I wrote thousands of pages no one ever read from beginning to end. Still, those 

grant dollars didn't appear by magic. Someone had to explain clearly why taxpayers should 

invest in educating "everyone else." 

It wasn't glamorous writing, but it taught me an important lesson: good writing solves problems. 



Discovering Freelance Blogging 

After retiring, I began looking for meaningful work I could do from home. Like many retirees, I 

wasn't searching for a second career so much as an enjoyable way to stay mentally active while 

earning a little extra spending money. 

Eventually I discovered online content writing. Over the years I've written hundreds of blog 

posts and articles for businesses in dozens of industries. The pay has varied from assignment to 

assignment, but that was never the main attraction. 

The real reward has been the opportunity to keep learning, keep writing, and know that 

something I created today might help someone tomorrow. 

Why Blogging Fits Retirees So Well 

Blogging offers something many traditional part-time jobs cannot. It lets retirees put decades of 

accumulated knowledge to work. 

Whether your background is teaching, engineering, nursing, accounting, military service, 

farming, or running a small business, you already possess expertise that someone else wants to 

learn. Blogging gives you an opportunity to share that knowledge without leaving home. 

Better yet, every assignment introduces new subjects and new challenges. Retirement doesn't 

have to mean intellectual retirement. 

Why I Still Write 

People occasionally ask why I continue writing when I no longer need the income. The answer is 

simple: I enjoy it. 

Writing keeps my mind active. It challenges me to learn something new almost every day. It 

gives me an opportunity to share experiences accumulated over a lifetime while helping 

businesses and readers communicate more effectively. At the end of each assignment, there's 

also the quiet satisfaction of having created something worthwhile that didn't exist when I sat 

down at the keyboard. 

No, I'll never own Stephen King's Malibu mansion or collect his royalty checks. But I don't 

measure success that way. 

For me, retirement has never been about slowing down. It's been about finally having the 

freedom to write because I want to, not because my job requires it. If, along the way, my words 

inform, entertain, or help someone else succeed, that's simply the icing on the cake. 

For many retirees, blogging can become much more than a source of supplemental income. It 

can become a rewarding second career—and one of the most enjoyable chapters of retirement. 



 


